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Quality Pre-K Education: A Smart
Investment

Texas leads the nation in reforming Pre-
Kindergarten programs by requiring local school
districts to implement robust learning environments
and to measure programs for their effectiveness in
preparing children for Kindergarten and for future
learning.

The State’s Pre-Kindergarten Early Start (PKES)
program leads to academic achievement gains for
Texas’ youngest students.

Texas, under the leadership of Governor Rick
Perry, has made significant progress in all aspects
of education reform. We cannot allow the State’s
budget shortfall to lead to ill-advised cuts to priority
programs--cuts that stand to have a profound impact
on Texas’ continued prosperity.

Together, the Texas Association of Business and
‘The Coalition for Pre-K Quality and Accountability
are pressing for excellence over mediocrity in early
childhood education.

Business leaders, policymakers and educators
must work together——and take immediate action—to
ensure that we make the right investments in a quality
educational foundation for our youngest Texans.

Economic competitiveness and prosperity is
driven by brainpower, and cultivating a student’s true
potential starts early. The fundamentals — including
counting, the alphabet, sharing and taking turns — are
Pre-Kindergarten skills that are proven to make kids
less likely to drop out, repeat grades or need remedial
classes as they move through the education system.

Students who build a strong foundation are far
more likely to stay on the path toward higher learning,
which is another critical component of Texas’ future
prosperity—i.e. getting more kids into post-secondary
education.

High-paying jobs for individuals with no
education beyond high school are rapidly disappearing,
making it that much more crucial that we ensure
. 'Texas’ youngest students are on a pathway to success
early in life.

And, there’s simply no smarter investment for the
State both in human terms and hard dollar Return On
Investment (ROI) than Pre-Kindergarten education.
According to the Bush School of Government and
Public Service at Texas A&M University, for every
dollar a state invests in Pre-Kindergarten programs
they can expect to yield at least $3.50, and other
studies have found up to as high as a $7 return.

If Texas is to ensure our continued prosperity and
forge a future that is as bright as the Lone Star State,
we must commit our limited resources to proven
programs that form a foundation for future learning
and professional success.

With a strategic investment in high-quality Pre-
Kindergarten education, Texas could see an increased
income of $19 billion when these 3- and 4-year
olds eventually enter the workforce. Crime-related
savings in Texas would amount to $9.9 biflion.

Taken together, the increased earner’s income,
state taxes collected and the welfare not paid by fully
funding quality Pre-Kindergarten programs would
bring a financial benefit to Texas of $850 million per
year over the next 45 years.
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Guality Instructional Materials

TAB also recognizes that smart budgeting
to provide funding for textbooks and classroom
educational materials is absolutely vital to cultivating
an educated workforce.

The issue of up-to-date textbooks and educational
materials in Texas classrooms is a matter that cuts




across partisan lines. A recent statewide voter
survey found that 83 percent of Texans want Texas
Jawmakers to include full funding for textbooks
and instructional materials for public school
students in the State budget.

We must use the Available School Fund for
its constitutionally intended purpose — student
textbooks. If we do not fund TEA’s Proclamation
2011, Texas will effectively deny our teachers and
students access to up-to-date instructional materials
in a number of key subject areas, including those
used in Pre-Kindergarten education.

Full funding for Proclamation 2011 textbooks
is particularly vital to the education and to the
future success of Texas students given the following
circumstances:

« There have been no new Pre-K materials in
10 years.

* InFall 2010, new Reading/Language Arts
materials, with much greater emphasis on
early reading skills, were put in place in K-2
classrooms. The new Pre-Kindergarten
standards - and materials to teach those
standards - dovetail with higher standards.
'That is why the materials are intended to
reach Pre-Kindergarten classrooms in Fall
2011 -~ to help prepare students for higher
expectations.

*  Essentially, Kindergarten is the new 1st
grade, and Pre-Kindergarten is the new
Kindergarten. If we do not put Pre-
Kindergarten materials into place on time
this fall, we will have two years of a major
“alignment gap” - materials with lower
expectations at Pre-Kindergarten, not fully
preparing students for dramatically higher
standards at Kindergarten. This is not fair to
kids or teachers.

= Texas'new Pre-Kindergarten Guidelines
require an expanded curriculum and these
new materials are critical to whether or not
teachers can implement the program to meet
the new state guidelines.
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The Impact Of Early

Education On Math And
Literacy Achievement

On March 4, 2011, researchers from
the Peabody Research Institute® at Vanderbilt
University presented the initial results from
the most recent longitudinal study on the
effects of public Pre-Kindergarten attendance
to the annual meeting of the Society for
Research on Educational Effectiveness in

Washington, D.C.

The Tennessee Pre-K Study found that
children who attended state-funded Pre-
Kindergarten classes in the state of Tennessee
gained an average of 82 percent more on
early literacy and math skills than comparable
children who did not have access to Pre-
Kindergarten programs.

In this study, 23 schools in 14 Tennessee
school districts randomly admitted children
to their Pre-Kindergarten program. The
children enrolled in Pre-Kindergarten were
then compared to the children who did not
attend Pre-Kindergarten programs. A total
of 303 children were involved in this phase of
the study. Assessments at the beginning and
end of the Pre-Kindergarten year found that
the children who attended Pre-Kindergarten
programs had a 98 percent greater gain in
literacy skills, a 145 percent greater gain in
vocabulary and a 109 percent greater gain in
comprehension than students who did not
attend a Pre-Kindergarten program. The
children enrolled in Pre-Kindergarten also
made 33 percent to 63 percent greater gains
in math skills.

Overall, the average gain across the board
was 82 percent more on early literacy and
math skills than comparable children who did
not attend, children who did not attend state
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These new Pre-Kindergarten Guidelines are Children who were enrolled in high-quality

based on a decade of research on how much Pre-Kindergarten programs proved to be less
kids can learn at an early age. For example, fikely to be held back a grade, less likely to
the old guidelines only expected students to need special education, and more likely to
identify 10 letters of the alphabet. We now graduate from high school.

know that kids can
learn so much more. o
The new guidelines EFFEGTEVE ACCUU NTABLE PRE K_
expect kids, for s $35 Million in General Revenue b
example, to know '
their letters, the
sounds that they
make, and to

begin writing

them - preparing
students for higher
standards when they
reach Kindergarten
and throughout
their school career.

The new
instructional
materials specifically
address each of the
new guidelines,
including
components ' i

to provide continuing the expansion What is at Stake?
of knowledge for the Pre-Kindergarten
teachers and strategies identifying possible
special education issues.

In 2011, Texas lawmakers face a daunting task
to close a budget gap of $15 billion. Substantial cuts
and sacrifices must be made to develop a balanced
budget that funds state priorities without raising

Quality curriculum is critical to realizing
taxes.

the benefits of a good Pre~-Kindergarten

program. Comprehensive, research-based For all of the gains that the State has made with
curriculum directs a Pre-Kindergarten its investment in the Pre-Kindergarten Easly Start
program to deliver teaching that is tailored to (PKES) program, the future of carly childhood

the developing brains of young children. education and, in turn, the youngest generation of

) ) Texans is at grave risk.
Pre-Kindergarten programs based in

quality curriculum have lasting effects on If the PKES program, Texas School Ready! and
children. Decades of research, including Proclamation 2011 textbook funding is eliminated or
longitudinal studies that tracked the children  significantly reduced, as both initial versions of the
to adulthood, demonstrate that high-quality ~ budget suggest, Texas loses the progress and proven
Pre-Kindergarten programs increase 2 child’s  success of Pre-Kindergarten reforms, dating back to
chance of succeeding in school and in life. 2003.




Many young children from disadvantaged
backgrounds read and write at levels so low that
when they enter school they immediately become
at-risk for educational failure. Achievement gaps
between at-risk and non-at-risk student populations
start early and, as history suggests, continue
throughout the course of their K-12 educational
experience,

At stake are the significant gains we have
made in preparing Texas school children for K-12
learning by equipping them with the basic skills and
knowledge vital to their success.

What works?

"The Texas School Ready! Project began in 2003
and was the result of broad-based, bipartisan support
for quality, early childhood education.

The project launched with the development
and statewide implementation of the Texas Early
Education Model (TEEM), a high quality school
intervention initiative that received not only broad
legislative support but also diverse and substantial

funding from the Institute of Education Sciences
(IES), National Institutes of Health (NIH), U.S.
Department of Education {DOE), the Texas
Education Agency (TEA) and the Texas Workforce
Commission (TWC).

As TEEM evolved and began to transform
communities across the State, leaders saw the need
to ensure that Pre-Kindergarten programs, beyond
the TEEM initiative, were effectively preparing
children for school. Therefore, in 2005, the School
Ready Certification System (SRCS) was created.

SRCS certifies Pre-Kindergarten classrooms
that have been proven to effectively prepare their
students for Kindergarten. SRCS is the only quality
rating system of its kind in the country, and the
certification program brings proven accountability
and results by measuring the literacy and social
outcomnes of students served by Pre-K programs.

Let us be clear, SRCS is not high-stakes testing
on the very youngest of students; rather, it is based
on the actual linkage between:

*  Quality, instructional practices that must be
in place in a Pre-K program to get children
well-prepared for Kindergarten; and

“Math Alnd Literacy Achievement”

Pre-Kindergarten. These findings are particularly important because research shows that children
who come to school with less knowledge about mathematics are most at risk of falling behind in
elementary mathematics, which affects their overall math achievement across the K-12 years.

According to the research, addressing the mathematics performance gap early on, before children
start school, has become a priority for preschool programs serving children from low-income

backgrounds.

Similarly, effective early language and literacy instruction to prevent problems in learning to read
is an important area for intervention research. Children with early language deficits who are growing
up in poverty are doubly at risk. Early deficits in language development predict both continued
delays in language development and problems in acquisition of reading-related skills. Early problem
behavior, particularly in children with low language skills, also predicts difficulties in reading,
academic performance and peer relationships. Many of these children will require intensive, long-
term special education unless they receive early intervention.




> Children demonstrating that they are We strongly recommend that Texas Jawmakers
prepared in the fundamental areas of reading, take specific action:
math, science and social skills when they get

to Kindergarten. o Fully fund the Texas Education

SRCS is a voluntary, web-based application that Ag;;;y; Pr‘z-i(;n;ztgzt;eh.ﬁaﬂy Start
is readily and equally available to licensed, for-profit, ( ) Grant a ~ mithon per

non-profit and faith-based child care centers, homes, year.
school districts and charter school Pre-Kindergarten
programs, as well as federal Head Start programs.
Programs that participate in the Texas School
Ready! Project and the PKES Grant program

must use the SRCS to monitor and maintain
effectiveness.

+  The grant serves 102,000 preschoolers with
high-quality, accountable Pre-K education;
and

*  Funds the School Readiness Certification

System (SRCS) that measures cffectiveness
of the PKES classrooms.

»  Today, over 100,000 preschoolers are
learning in the PKES-funded reform
classrooms. Their academic improvement

gains are real, as measured by the School
Readiness Certification System (SRCS).

*  Students who graduate from certified
Pre-Kindergarten programs score more
than 22 percentage points higher than the
statewide average and 28 percentage points
higher than students from non-certified
preschools on the state-mandated early
reading assessments given in Kindergarten.

e Fully fund the TEA's Texas School

What we recommend Ready! at $7.5 million [GR] per year.

Rarely do you see such a diverse and broad- > The fund implements quality instructional
based coalition of business and education advocates practices in Pre-Kindergarten classrooms
brought together under a common goal united by that get children ready for Kindergarten; and
core recommendations. Such is the case with the
Texas Association of Business and our partners in »  Serves as a state General Revenue (GR)

The Coalition for Pre-K Q'g}.&hty and Accountability. match source in order to draw federal

workforce childcare funds at a highly
favorable match rate of $1.56 per every $1
dollar (GR) invested, for a total of $23.4

million for the biennium.

And, rarely do you see such broad-based,
statewide support that cuts across partisan lines in
support of an issue; but Texas voters agree that full
funding for Proclamation 2011 textbooks is vital to
the education and future success of Texas students.
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*  Between 2005-2006 and 2008-09, 2,938
fewer economically disadvantaged 1
graders were retained, even as 1st grade
enrollment increased by 7%.

*+  The savings to the State for not having
to "re-educate” these 1st graders was
$21,447,400. (2,938 non-repeater 1st
graders x $7,300 = $21,447,400).

«  Between 05-06 and 08-09, 1,934 fewer
economically disadvantaged Kindergarten
students were retained, even as
Kindergarten enrollment increased by 4%.

* The savings to the State for not having to
"re-educate” these Kindergarten students
was $14,118,200 (1,934 non-repeater
Kindergarteners x $7,300 = $14,118,200).

By not re-educating these almost 5,000
economically disadvantaged children, the State
saved $35,565,600. During that same period,
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the state allocated $30 million in General
Revenue to the nationally recognized Texas
School Ready! Project {($7.5 million per
year for four years = $30 million). The net

savings to State GR during this period was
$5,565,6000.

The decline in the retention rate among
economically disadvantaged students
parallels the growing number of economically
disadvantaged Pre-Kindergartners in high-
quality, accountable Pre-K classrooms being
served by the Texas School Ready! Project. As
more school districts continue to participate
in this proven intervention and evaluate the
effectiveness of their Pre-K programs through
the School Readiness Certification System,
they are realizing academic ach Texas Early
Childhood Education Coalition ievement
gains for Texas students and real savings for the
State budget.

ol Trade Beteahions aroneg poenomreniily Ssgideantagmy
STaatheras hecrpave b STodeal ve tleadt] e e

gt Sebed Seabinins Cersthicaton ncoianes
i ‘M“'m,_
Vivat M"‘-««._‘ .
Y
.

. N

Yof Grade Reteninss

Saadet

D Thane be Ry Py
Sepust! iearfness Certifitation System Enraftrnant

Source:TexasEducationAgency, Grade-LevelRetention
inTexasPublicSchools: 2005-06,2004-07,2007-08,2008-09

Simply put, high-quality,
accountable Pre-K is saving Texas
REAL general revenue dollars.
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* Require the Texas Workforce
Commission to fund the Texas School
Ready! Project by maximizing federal
childcare funds that the state agency
receives.

»  Two-thirds of the Texas School Ready!
Project funding is covered by federal
dollars.

o Pedicate the full $550 million
necessary to meet the texthook needs
of Texas students under the Texas

Education Agency’s Proclamation
2011.

o Proclamation 2011 is the textbook
adoption request by TEA and includes Pre-
Kindergarten systems, English language
arts, Spanish language arts, ESL, Spelling,
Handwriting, Speech and English.,

Dream Big Today for a Brighter
Texas Tomorrow

What Texas lawmakers and leadership
must understand is that quality early childhood
education is essential to our long-term prosperity.
Educators know it to be true. Texas business sees
the value in early preparation and education of
the future workforce. All of Texas experiences a
wide range of benefits of quality Pre-Kindergarten
education.

There are two clear ways to ensure Texas’ future
prosperity: provide high-quality Pre-Kindergarten
education to our youngest Texans and equip all
Texas students with up-to-date instructional
materials to maximize their educational experience.

Our recommendations are simple, direct, cost-
effective measures — not costing taxpayers any
additional money — but providing Texas’ youngest
generation with the foundation that they need to
succeed later in life.

If we DREAM BIG today, we'll

have a brighter Texas tomorrow.




Endnote
1 HG Hofer, Peabody Research Institute, Vanderbilt University (20111). Te Effects of pre-kindergarten and

pre-kindergarten cirricula on emergent math and literacy skills.
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